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Program 
May 1rst, 

1:00 pm Registration 

1:15 pm Opening Remarks  

(Dr. Sandra Peña de Ortiz, Chapter President &  

Dr. Brad Weiner, Dean of Natural Sciences – UPR-RP) 

1:30 pm Session Chair (Dr. Carlos Jiménez, UPR-MSC) 

1:35 pm  Tod Sacktor (SUNY) 

 Synaptic and Behavioral Memory Storage by PKMzeta. 

 2:20 pm  María E. Vélez (UPR-MSC) 

   Protein kinase Mzeta inhibitor (ZIP) blocks the expression of cocaine sensitization in rats. 

2:45 pm Break I 

3:15 pm Session Chair (Tugrul Giray) 

3:20 pm  Dr. José L. Agosto Rivera (UPR-MSC) 

Temperature regulates the sleep-like state of Drosophila melanogaster by modulating light 
pathways and circadian rhythms.  

3:50 pm  Jerry Yin (UWisc, Madison)  

 The Time of Day/Night and Memory Formation in Drosophila. 

5:05 pm Poster Session 

7:00 pm Dinner with Speakers & organizing Committee at Café Valencia 
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May 2nd 

9:00 am Registration 

9:10 am Session Chair (Dr. José E. García-Arrarás, UPR-RP) 

9:20 am Henriette Van Praag (NIH-NIA) 

 Functional neurogenesis in the adult and aging brain. 

10:05 am Iván Santos-Soto (UPR-RP) 

Voluntary Exercise induces mossy-fiber CA3 hippocampal synaptogenesis and improves 

acquisition and consolidation of fear conditioning in mice.  

10:30 am Break II 

11:00 am Session Chair (Dr. Ana T. Mendez-Merced/UNE) 

11:05 am Dr. Joaqim Spiess (Univ. Hawaii at Honoloulu) 

Traumatic brain injury can be explained as a memory disorder favoring the use of non-

conscious memory pathways. 

11:45 am Lisa del Valle (UPR-MSC) 

 Cellular mechanisms for the sedative and anxiolytic effects of Valeriana officinalis extracts. 

12:10 pm Lunch Break 

2:00 pm Session Chair (Dr. Gregory J. Quirk, UPR-MSC) 

2:05 pm Dr. Eric Klann (NYU) 

 Translation Control in Synaptic Plasticity, Memory and Mental Retardation. 

2:45 pm Dr. Nataliya Chorna (UPR-RP) 

Lipidomics as a tool for identifying learning and memory enhancers. 

3:10 pm Dr. Iván Izquierdo (Pontificia Universidad Católica de Río Grande del Sur, en Porto Alegre) 

 Post consolidation mechanisms of memory persistence. 

4:30 pm Closing Remarks (Dr. Carmen S. Maldonado, UPR-RP) 


